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SUBJECT: TRAVEL OF RED CROSS REPS TO VIETNAM AND LAOS 

1 . MISSION HAS RECEIVED PROGRESS REPORT NO. 23 ON INTERNATIONAL 
RED CROSS ASSISTANCE IN INDOCHINA, DATED DECEMBER 17, WHICH 
REPORTS INTENDED TRAVEL OF ICRC AND LICROSS REPS TO VIETNAM AND 
LAOS. 

2. REPORT REFERS TO VISIT TO GENEVA IN LATE OCTOBER ON INVITA- 
TION OF ICRC AND LICROSS OF FOLLOWING VUETNAMESE: DR. NGUYEN- 
VAN-TIN, VP OF THE VIETNAMESE RED CROSS AND SRV VICE MINISTER 

OF HEALTH; MR. TRUONG-XUAN-NAM, ASST SECY GENERAL OF THE VIETNAMESE 
RED CROSS; AND DR. TRAN-DO-TRINH, ASST DIR OF THE BACH MAI 
HOSPITAL IN HANOI. IT REPORTS THAT MEETINGS WERE HELD AT THAT 
TIME BETWEEN THESE REPS AND THOSE OF FRENCH, GERMAN AND JAPANESE 
RED CROSS SOCIETIES TO DISCUSS IMPLEMENTATION OF HOSPITAL 
PROJECTS IN VIENAM BEING FINANCED BY LATTER. MEETINGS ALSO 
RESULTED IN DECISION TO POSTPONE UNTIL MID-JANUARY PLANNED 
NOVEMBER TRIP OF ICRC OPERATIONS DIRECTOR HOCKE AND LICROSS 
OPS DIRECTOR ROBERT-TISSOT. ACCORDINGLY, THE TWO WILL DEPART 
GENEVA JANUARY 1 1, "SPEND A FEW DAYS" IN LAOS AND ARRIVE IN 
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VIETNAM ON JANUARY 15 FOR STAY OF 7 TO 10 DAYS DURING WHICH 
THEY PLAN TO VISIT BOTH HANOI AND HO CHI MINH VILLE. 

3. PROGRESS REPORT ALSO NOTES DECISION THAT AS OF JANUARY 

1 . THE ICRC AND LICROSS WOULD RESUME SEPARATE RESPONSIBILITIES 
AS FAR AS INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS ACTIVITIES IN THAILAND 
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ARE CONCERNED. THUS PRESENT JOINT DELEGATION IN BANGKOK 
WILT. BECOME EXCLUSIVELY ICRC FROM THAT TIME. 

4. PROGRESS REPORT NOTES "CLOSE CONTACT" BEING MAINTAINED 
BY RED CROSS HANOI DELEGATION WITH VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES 
FOR FAMILY REUNION AND REPATRIATION OF FOREIGNERS STILL IN 
HO CHI MINH VILLE. IT EXPRESSES HOPE THAT FURTHER DETAILS 
ON THESE SUBJECTS MIGHT BE GIVEN AFTER VISIT OF JOINT 
DIRECTORS. IN GENERAL, DIRECTORS PLAN TO REVIEW OVZRALL SITUA- 
TION CONCERNING RELIEF AND PROTECTION IN VIETNAM AND 
DISCUSS PROSPECTS AND PLANS FOR 1977. LATTER MAY INCLUDE 
PREDISASTER PLANNING, ESTABLISHMENT OF WAREHOUSES, PROVISION 
OF EMERGENCY RELIEF SUPPLIES, PREVENTATIVE HEALTH PROGRAMS, 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES, AND PARTICIPATION OF THE NATIONAL SOCIETY 

IN REGIONAL SEMINARS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES. NOTE IS TAKEN 
THAT IN ADDITION TO HOSPITALS MENTIONED ABOVE, THE SWISS 
RED CROSS IS CONSIDERING CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPMENT OF A 
"DISPENSARY/POLICLINIC" AT HA HAM. 

5. REPORT STATES THAT ICRC CONTINUES TO MAINTAIN A 
SMALL DELEGATION IN VIENTIANE AND TO PROVIDE LIMITED 
ASSISTANCE. FURTHER PLANS WILL BE DISCUSSED WITH LAOTIAN 
OFFICIALS DURING JANUARY VISIT. 

6. REPORT ATTACHES LIST OF CONTRIBUTIONS IN CASH, KIND 
AND SERVICES FOR ITS PROGRAM IN INDOCHINA AS OF 

3 NOVEMBER, WHICH TOTALS 83.7 MILLION SWISS FRANCS. OF 
THIS SUM, THE UNITED STATES IS LISTED AS CONTRIBUTING 
274,515 SWISS FRANCS FROM THE AMERICAN RED CROSS AND 
4. 1 MILLION SWISS FRANCS FROM THE USG. 
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7. ACTION REQUESTED: SHOULD ANY ADDRESSEES WISH MESSAGES 
CONVEYED TO HOCKE OR ROBERT-TISSOT PRIOR TO THEIR 
DEPARTURE FROM GENEVA, PLEASE SO NOTIFY MISSION. 

8. MISSION AIRPOUCHING PROGRESS REPORT NO. 23 TO 
DEPARTMENT (D/HA - SIEVERTS), REGISTRY NUMBER 99693 TODAY. 
CATTO 
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